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Why is Community-Based Public Art Important? 

 
 
By engaging public art strategies as a tool for growth and 
sustainability, municipalities can thrive environmentally and 
economically while celebrating the contributions that the arts and 
diversity bring to vibrant neighborhoods and communities. 
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Benefits of Community- Based Public Art 
- Public Art projects offer municipalities a way to participate in the 
planning, design, and creation of communal space within 
neighborhoods. 
 
- Public art projects act as a catalyst to promote a strong sense of 
community and active civic participation around important social 
issues such as environmental stewardship. 
 
- Public art activates innovation, a LEED neighborhood design credit. 
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PGAHC	Environmentla	Public	Art	Project	
Wind	Vane	Of	The	Helenium	Autumnale,	Artist:	ArtWorks	Now		
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THE	HIGHLINE	
NEW	YORK,	NY	
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Cloud	House	
Springfield,	MO	
Artist:	Matthew	Mazzotta	
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FORECAST	
Saint	Louis	Park,	MN	
Artist:	Lisa	Elias	



Taking Action/Getting Started/Getting It Done 

1. Convene a working group. 
2. Decide what locations you would like to cover. 
3. Compile the insights of stakeholders. 
4. Determine what priorities could be helped by public art. 
5. Establish procedures for how artists will be engaged and art installed. 
6. Identify partners. 
7. Determine funding sources and project budgets including maintenance. 
8. Hire contractors for installation. 
9. Promote and advertise public art projects. 
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PUBLIC	ART		
PROJECT	
VISION	BOARD	



Submission 
Requiremen
ts 
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In	order	to	earn	points,	your	
submission	must	meet	the	
following	standards:	

The	Public	Art	has	been	
installed	or	actively	maintained	
and	promoted	in	the	past	year.	



Submission Requirements 
• Clearly demonstrate how the municipality is actively supporting the 

public art project: 
  - Designate a budget or on-going funding 
  - Apply for grant funding 
  - Commission an artist/artist team to design and install art 
  - Provide tools for volunteers involved in installation 
  - Facilitate outreach and promote the public art 
  - Public programming 
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Community Spotlight 
PGAHC Public Art Bus Shelter Pilot  
Municipalities: 
-City of Bowie 
-Town of Capitol Heights 
-City of District Heights 
-Town of Fairmount Heights 
-City of Seat Pleasant 
-City of Glenarden 
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Bus Shelter Stops 
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City	of	Bowie	
Kenhill	Dr.	at	Benjamin	

Tasker	

Town	of	Capitol	Heights		
Denise	Dr.	at	Banister	Way	



Bus Shelter Stops 
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City	of	District	Heights		
Rochelle	Ave.	at	Atwood	

Town	of	Fairmount	Heights		
Addison	Rd.	at	Sheriff	Rd.		



Bus Shelter Stops 
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City	of	District	Heights		
Rochelle	Ave.	at	Atwood	

Town	of	Fairmount	Heights		
Addison	Rd.	at	Sheriff	Rd.		



Bus Shelter Stops 

19	

City	of	Seat	Pleasant		
Addison	Rd.	at	Central	Ave.	(South)	

City	of	Glenarden	
Ruby	Lockhart	Boulevard	at	

Nordstrom	



Resources and Tools 
● National Endowment for the Arts https://www.arts.gov ● Maryland State 

Arts Council Public Art Grants 
https://www.msac.org/programs/public-art-programs 
● Prince George’s Arts and Humanities Council Grants and Environmental 

Public Art Program https://www.pgahc.org ● Why Public Art Matters 
https://www.americansforthearts.org/by-program/reports-and-data/
legislation-policy/naappd/why-public-art-matters-2018 
● A Community Guide to Creating Public Art 

https://cms.cityoftacoma.org/CEDD/TacomaCulture/arts/
TA_PublicArt_CommunityGuide.pdf ● Tips For Running an Art Call 
https://www.callforentries.com/pages/tips-for-running-an-art-call.html 
● Each county in Maryland has an Arts Council dedicated to ensuring local 

access to the arts. County Arts Councils receive annual funding from the 
Maryland State Arts Council to carry out the work that best serves the 
needs of each distinctive community. 
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Questions? 

Rhonda Dallas 
rdallas@pgahc.org 
301-772-8943 
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